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life. Salmeron, however, fared worse than Sanz del Rio or
Francisco Giner. He was a member of a secret democratic
committee, and on that account was imprisoned for five months
in 1867. The September revolution found him at Almeria,
much broken in health; but he returned to Madrid immediately
as a member of the revolutionary Junta. He was a candidate for
the Constituent Cortes of 1869, but was not elected until 1871.
On the abdication of Amadeo he voted for a republic; and he
was appointed Minister of Grace and Justice in the first re-
publican cabinet.

"Here is Your Excellency's carriage", they said to him, as he
left the ministry for the first time.
"I have neither carriage nor excellency", he replied.1
One of his first acts as minister was an order (aoth February,
1873) putting an end to the change of law officers with every
change of government; until then they had been the victims of
interests which were not concerned with their judicial function,
tossed hither and thither by those interests until they succumbed
to the dead weight of the surrounding medium. The Spanish
Bench owes to Salmeron the first recognition of its independence
and its professional dignity.z

Four months later he was appointed President (Speaker) of
the Cortes.

The republic of 1873 (as was suggested in a previous chapter)
was represented in office by a group of persons of the most
austere and respectable character which humanity is capable of
producing. They came forward to serve their country with no
thought of personal advantage; but their talent was speculative
rather than administrative, and they lacked the n&essary hold
on the immediate realities of Spain. Even the critical spirit and
moral fervour of Nicolis Salmeron, the most illustrious of the
rulers of 1873, were more appropriate to the understanding and
commentary of the Republic of Plato than to piloting safely into
port the humble republic of Spain.3

1 Altamira, Obras completes, re, ii, 51.                          * Ibid. 63.

3 H. R. Romero Flores, Reflexiones sobre el alma y el cuerpo de la Espana
actual, 32.